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VoL. XIV. 


Limitations. 


Every calling and every individual has limita- 
tions. We must accept this as a fact and not be 
disheartened. Only a few men in any calling recog- 
nise their limitations—the majority are quite content 
to work within the circle that limits their struggles. 
In some—in the majority of cases—the limit is en- 
forced by the individual capacity. In a few cases 
the limit is an artificial one inspired by the material 


considerations of the calling. In veterinary practice, 
as pointed out by Mr. Wallis Hoare, the limitations 
are artificial. A veterinarian may be a brilliant 
operative surgeon, but his work is limited by the 
value of his patients. Major operations on the human 
subject are successful when life is saved, although 
the patient may never again be able to work as other 
men. An operation which saved the life of a horse 
but left it a cripple for the rest of its existence would 
be of no value. In only a few cases—in the most 
valuable stud animals—would the saving of life, 
with inability to work, be useful. Even when such 
cases arise the opportunity is seldom embraced. 
When a potential Derby winner broke its Jeg, it was 
incontinently shot. Amputation was possible, and 
recovery was probable, but the idea of surgical salvage 
was not even entertained, and an exaggerated feel- 
ing of humanity only suggested sudden death as the 
best procedure. 

Undoubtedly the full value and great surgical skill 
of veterinarians is artificially limited by the ideas of 
utility and pecuniary return. Especially is this the 
case with such animals as the horse, ox, sheep, and 
pig—animals whose value is definite as a market- 
able commodity. The popular notion of our limita- 
tions is exaggerated, and in the case of stock valuable 
for breeding purposes it might well be revised. 

In recent years the dog and other pet animals have 

en a position which has widened the limits of veteri- 
nary surgery considerably. Chloroform is now used 
with the greatest success, and major operations may 
performed with as many chances of success by veterinary 
Practitioners as by human operators. Laparotomies, 
Ovariotomies, lithotomies, are constantly performed and 
the lives of animals are prolonged tc their own satisfac- 
tion and the joy of their owners. . 
® must not be pessimistic about our limitations. 
€ must accept them as others do, and if we fill our 
Own sphere we may be content. To be disheartened 
use the artificial conditions of our calling limit the 
portunities for display of art and skill is all wrong. 
ven when our duties are circumscribed it is a good man 
that fulfils them, and an even better who feels that 
he is capable of greater things if any opportunity arises. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION OF SMALL INTESTINE. 


By Cuartes Sueatuer, F.R.C.V.S. 
Subject—An aged grey van gelding. 
History.—Quittor dating back four or five months, 

painless: sinuses closed for few weeks at a time and 
enabled him to go to work, but discharge recurred at 
intervals and treatment was resumed. 

m Octo!er 11th cwing to copious discharge from 
two sinuses and bulging of the coronet, it was con- 
sidered necessary, as the probe descended considerably 
below upper rim of hoof, to remove portion of the 
wall. Patient was most difficult to deal wit so it 
was decided to cast and chloroform him. Orders were 
given that no food nor water should be allowed him 
from that time, 10 a.m.: he was to be sent to the in- 
firmary, and operated on at 8.80 p.m. 

Gelding wasneatly cast on deep bed of straw at 3.30, 
falling easily and well. He struggled very violently 
with wriggling movements, and not with long lasting 
or straining efforts. Chloroform was given immedi- 
ately; he was a little difficult to get under, but 
eventually succumbed to its influence. A portion of 
the wall of the hoof was removed, a dependent orifice 
obtained, the shoe replaced, and soon after 4 p.m. 
was on his feet; the foot was stopped, hoof and 
coronet bound up; he was clothed and was placed in 
a comfortable place. He remained quiet and dis- 
played no untoward symptom till 7°15 p.m., when 
he was noticed scraping with his forefeet and sweat- 
ing. This was followed by very hurried breathing, 
continued restlessness, cringing, scraping with feet ; 
sudden and rapid movements from side to side, in 
fact every indication of abdominal pain without any 
distinctive feature to give a clue to the precise 
mischief. 

Until 7 a.m. on Oct. 12th, he was in incessani pain 
but his pulse did not vary much, and his tempera- 
ture was normal ; after this his pulse fluctuated from 
56 to 72, but was full and with considerable tone ; 
temperature 101°, only one action of the bowels, but 
they were relieved by enemas, but very little coming 
away. 

The usual treatment for such conditions was 
assiduously kept up; but about 9 p.m. he became 
violent and apparently delirious, and died at 10.30 
p.m. Membranes showed no injection all through. 

Post-mortem.—On opening abdomen, small intes- 
tine (ileum portion) was discovered forming a most 
symmetrical spiral of cylindrical form rising from 
abdominal floor to close to the anterior mesenteric 
artery ; the bowel looked distended, but felt firm and 
doughy. There were about five or six spirals and 
they were compact together forming a cylindrical 


_ shape of about nine or ten inches in diameter. 
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The ends were traced, the posterior was about four 
feet from the ileo-coecal valve. On following the 
bowel forward from this point, its emptiness gave 
place toa solidity just as the spiral was reached. 
The whole of the bowels and stomach were now re- 
moved, and on searching beyond the other end of the 
spiral it was discovered that the bowel was invagi- 
nated. No lesion of the mesentery could be found, 
but on making a little slit through the bowel and in- 
serting the finger, it could be felt as a tense cord, and 
no doubt it was the cause of the spiral form. By 
cutting off the bowel at the commencement of the 
invagination and also at the spot where the first 
solidity was felt, the affected part was isolated. No 
traction could withdraw the ‘“‘ swallowed” bowel. The 
outer bowel was slit longitudinally and removed, ex- 
posing the invaginated portion coated with dark 
tarry blood, and in itself very black. On isolating 
the invaginated portion it was again found necessary 
to slit the howel along and when this was done, and 
the mesentery removed from it, it was gently laid 
out and measured, and found to be 23}feet in length. 
The stomach was full of fluid, so thatit may be sus- 
pected that the horse was watered before coming to 
the infirmary. The struggling on being cast might 
have caused many more likely things than invagina- 
tion of theileum. Did it cause it? Would four 
hours elapse before any sign of pain occurred ? Was 
it a coincidence that the intussusception occurred on 
the day of operation, but from other causes; p-ob- 


ably the true explanation lies around the stomach 
full of fluid. 


TEXAS FEVER—RED WATER; 
IMMUNIZATION. 


Ever since being connected with the work of experi- 


Station with serum, defibrinated blood, etc., taken 
from native Southern cattle to immunise susceptible 
animals which come to us from north of what is 
termed the Texas fever line, or federal quarantine 
line, it has frequently occurred to me that the red. 
water of Great Britain and Ireland might have, and 
very possibly had, some close relationship to our 
Texas fever, Southern cattle fever, or bovine tick 
fever of the Southern United States, viz., that it was 
probably produced by some protozoonic organism 
similar to our Pyrosoma bigeminum, as the symptoms 
of the one seemed to very closely resemble those found 
in the other disease. In this country there were lots 
of theories advanced as to the etiology of Southern 
cattle fever, and the synonyms or pseudonyms were 
none the less numerous, red-water being one of 
them, until it was definitely ascertained that the 
c vse was the protozoon above mentioned, and the 
— medium the cattle tick (Boophilus 
ovis). 

The most interesting article on ‘‘ Bovine Malaria,” 
by Guglielmi, and the subsequent observations by 
Mr. W. M. Scott and Mr. Faulkner C. Mason, all of 
which appeared in recent issues of The Record, have 
brought to my mind the subject, and to which I had 


From the description of the symptoms given by the 
writers referred to, I think there can hardly be any 
question as to the similarity of red-water to our 
Southern cattle fever, as they seem to be almost, if 
not altogether, identical. 

Iam sorry | have not at hand a record of the tem- 
perature, post-mortem appearances, etc. of a typical 
fatal case of Texas fever, but I append what might be 
taken as a fairly typical thermic course of en animal 
that had received a non-fatal dose of defibrinated 
blood from a native Southern one for the purpose of 
immunisation, or in other words, producing artificially 
a non-fatal attack of the fever toconfer immunity, 
before exposing the animal to pastures on which the 
boophilus bovis is numerous. I may here state, how- 
ever, that, as in all other diseases, there are con- 
siderable variations in the course, due, no doubt, to 
individuality. 

In none of the articles quoted have I observed any 
reference made to artificial immunisation, and it is to 
this rather than therapeutic measures, as perhaps the 
more satisfactory method of dealing with the disease, 
that I desire specially to draw attention at this 
time. 

At one time, when anyone was importing pure-bred 
animals of the bovine species from northern or 
western States, for the purpose of improving their 
herds, they were in the habit of purchasing a much 
greater number than they actually wanted, with the 
expectation of saving a few out of the lot. 

It has been computed that the mortality amongst 
cattle brought from svch sections of the Union, into, 
especially the Gulf group of States, was anywhere 
from 40 to 90 per cent. This was, of course, before 
the true cause and nature of the disease were known. 
Since both have been satisfactorily cleared up, how- 
ever, and artificial immunisation by blood inocula- 
tion has become a practical operation the mortality 
has been reduced down to from 5 to 8 per cent. A 
most gratifying result and one worth a mint of money 
to Southern stockmen, who are now on the fair way 
to build up one of. the finest cattle sections in the 
country. Although this station, besides those in 
Texas, Missouri, Mississippi, and probably one or 
two others have been immunising susceptible cattle 
for stockowners of their respective States for the 
past three or four years, and with the success just 
mentioned, I believe the credit belongs to Queensland 
for having first adopted the blood inoculation, and 
where, on the large Gin Gin Station some 6000 
head of cattle were immunised with a loss of only 5 
per cent. 

It is quite pussible to immunise an animal against } 
Texas fever by means of the ticks themselves, but as 
it is desired rather to have tick-free surroundings 
during the course of the artificially-produced fever, 
inoculation with the blood is preferred, as the dosage 
can he more easily regulated. . 

Of course the intermediary host and transmitting 
agent of the protozoon in the Southern States of 
America is the boophilus bovis. As to the medium 
at work in the “‘ Old Country ” I am not prepared to 
say, not having had my attention drawn, before com- 
ing to this side of “the pond,” to the possibility of 


intended making allusion some time ago. 


red-water being produced in this way. Texas fever, 
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is not transmitted directly from one animal to 
another, but by the intermediation of the “ tick,” 
and the same is claimed, I understand, for the infec- 
tive agent in red-water. Or rather, I should say, 
there is a strong inclination on the part of the trans- 
lator of Guglielmi’s article, to believe that the culicide 
are the intermediate hosts of the parasite, as in 
England the culew family are always found in great 
numbers in districts where red-water is prevalent. 

When experimenting with the immunisation treat- 
ment, we use five cubic centimetres of defibrinated 
blood from an animal that has been exposed to tick- 
infestation, such as the great majority of our native 
cattle are, the temperature taken twice a day, and 
the red blood cells counted twice a week by means of 
the hemocytometer. In the normal blood of cattle 
we find about 8,000,000 red cells to the cubic 
millimetre of blood. During the course of the artifi- 
cially produced fever, however, the number of cells, 
in one case at least, was reduced to about 2,000,000. 
It is not usual to find hemoglobinuria in animals 
under treatment, but one of our experiment animals 
exhibited this symptom, had a temperature of 108-1 
F., was off feed for a few days, but finally re- 
covered. 

The inoculation operation is an extremely simple 

one. The supply animal should be in good health 
and condition, and one that is known to have been 
infested with the boophilus bovis, which, of course, 
is the case with almost all our Southern native cattle. 
After throwing and securing the animal, shaving or 
closely clipping the hair from off the portion of skin 
tobe punctured, and the part disinfected, the jugu- 
lar is raised and the blood is drawn through a hollow 
needle or small canula into a beaker or other vessel. 
The blood is then gently stirred with a glass rod, and 
as much of the fibrin as possible removed in this way. 
The blood remaining in the vessel is now ready for 
use and is injected by means of a hypodermic 
syringe. 
_ The hair is closely clipped from off a portion of skin 
Just behind the lower third of the scapular region 
of the animal to be inoculated, and the skin is 
thoroughly disinfected. It is then drawn out from 
the chest between the thumb and fingers of the left 
hand, and punctured with a small narrow-bladed 
lancet, which is to prevent breaking the needle when 
puncturing the thick hide of the bovine, the needle 
18 Inserted in the opening so made, the syringe at- 
tached, and the proper quantity of blood injected into 
the cellular tissue. Of course, it is needless to say, 
that all instruments used during the operations 
Should be thoroughly sterilized to prevent septic 
Infection. 

In artificially produced Texas fever the incubative 
Stage is about ten days, so that the temperature be- 
8ins to rise about the tenth day after inoculation, 
and remains up, in some cases reaching as high as 
my or 107 F. or over, for about a week or ten days. 

t then begins to gradually fall, until from about 

the 25th to the 80th day after inoculation, when it 
— begins to rise above the normal and remains 
Slevated for another week or ten days, after which it 
teduces until it reaches normal again. From a prac- 

al standpoint it is necessary only to take the tem- 


perature of the animal sufficiently often to be certain 


that there is the typical rise, length of fever periods, 
etc., as above stated, and the blood cell count is not 
an absolute necessity. 

As the fever exerts such a destructive influence 
upon the cellular elements of the blood, especially the 
red corpuscles, it is essentially necessary that the 
patient be well nourished or its power of resistance 
will become very much lessened, and it will rapidly 
emagiate. Therefore it is of the utmost importance 
that a szfficient quantity of nutritious food be allowed 
in order that the blood may be reinforced by the for- 
mation of new elements, and the endeavour made in 
this way, as far as possible, to maintain a normal 
equilibrium. 

Immunisation in this part of the world is practised 
during the cool months of autumn and winter, for 
the reason that when treated animals are turned out 
on pastures, ticks are not so numerous; there is, 
therefore, less possibility of gross infestation, and 
relapses are not so much to be feared. Nodoubt this 
would also hold good in the case of the culicide, if 
they should be positively identified as being the host 
of the fever-producing protozoon of red-water in the 
sections of Great Britain and Ireland in which the 
disease is said to be prevalent. 

It should perhaps be stated that we consider it 
well not to permit cattle to be exposed to ticks for 50 
or 60 days after commencement of the treatment, by 
which time they are generally well on to their feed, 
and appear in good health and spirits. 

It isa remarkable fact that during the immunisa- 
tion fever animals rarely show signs of indisposition 
unless their temperature reaches in the neighbour- 
hood of 106 or 107 degs. F., when they may be off 
feed for a day or two. 

If,as Mr. F. C. Mason says, the presence of the 
pyrosoma bigemium has been demonstrated by Prof. 
Mettam, of Dublin, in the red blood cells of a cow 
there, I think there can be little question as to the 
identity of your red-water and our Southern cattle 
fever, the only difference being the intermediate host 
or hosts of the protozoon. 

With the question of the aetiology of red-water 
settled, it appears to me that the institution of a few 
experiments with blood inoculation as an immunisa- 
tion measure would prove of immense practical value 
to the cattle interests of those parts of the British 
Isles in which serious loss had been occasioned by 
this disease in the past. 

I may state that this experiment station has issued 
one or two bulletins of the results obtained along this 
line of work, and which it would be glad to send, 
without cost, to any member of the profession inter- 
ested in the subject who might desire them. At the 
same time I might also take the liberty of mention- 
ing that The Record has had enpies of these bulletins 
at the time of issue, but up to the present, as far as I 
am aware, the only notice taken of them has Leen 
under the head of ‘* Communications, books, and 
papers. Feceived.” 

Just a word about pregnant heifers or cows. Our 
experience has been that it is risky to immunise 
animals in this condition, more especially perhaps 
in the earlier stages of gestation. Although many 
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animals might pass through the treatment without 


any untoward results, we have experienced several 
cases of abortion, and for this reason we always re- 
commend stockowners not to import, for treatment, 
valuable heifers in this condition. 

The following is the thermometric chart of a two- 
years-old registered Hereford bull, inoculated with 2 
c.c. defibrinated blood on Feb. 1, 1900 :— 


1900. A.M. P.M. 1900. A.M, P.M. 
Feb, 4 102-0 102.6 | Feb. 26 ia 104°9 
5 am 102°8 | Mar. 1 105°0 104°5 
6 102-0 3 104°8 
8 101°8 101°8 5 106-2 106 3 
9 Ae 103°5 6 105°0 105°5 
10 104°2 7 104°9 
11 104-2 8 105°0 105-0 
12 104°8 10 105°2 
13 101-2 12 104°5 
14 102°7 104°6 13 ue 104°4 
16 102°6 14 104°1 
17 101°0 16 103°6 
19 101-1 19 103°3 
21 162°0 102-0 21 102°4 102°7 
23 101°5 23 
24 oe 102°6 24 Discharged. 


Should this information prove helpful to those en- 
gaged in working out the red-water problem at home 
I shall feel gratified for having been in a position to 
furnish it. 

W.H. Datrymete, M.R.C.V.S. 


State University, and Experiment Station, 
Baton Rouge, La., U.S.A. 


THE LIMITS OF VETERINARY SURGERY. 
By E. Waturs Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 


The commercial element enters very largely into 


_ the practice of veterinary surgery. The market 


value of the patient, the expenses of treatment, the 
period of time that must elapse before the animal can 
work, and the ultimate results are very important 
matters in connection with equine surgery. Unless 
the results are satisfactory, and the patient is rendered 
fit for work and is worth the expenses involved, we 
get no credit for even the most brilliant feats of 
surgery and the most assiduous care and attention. 

This damps the ardour of the most enthusiastic 
surgeon, and tends to interfere greatly with the pro- 
gress of his art. 

Kixperimental surgery proves to be an expensive 
hobby if, as sometimes happens, we are asked by the 
owner to take over the animal in lieu of the expenses 
due on him. We have done this on occasions and 
sometimes with successful results; at other times 
the venture proving to be a dead loss so far as cash 
is concerned. 

But the knowledge we gain from a surgical point 
of view does compensate us to a certain extent, while 
the value of the ‘teachings of failure” cannot be 
ignored. There are many cases which appear to be 
of a hopeless nature and not worth the expenses of 
treatment, but some of these recover if sufficient time 
be allowed and a little patience be exercised. As 
examples of cases of this kind we may mention 


Fistulous Withers, Poll-Evil, Quittor, Sinuses in 
various parts of the body, and extensive Tumours. It 
is impossible to give anything like a definite prog- 
nosis in cases of this nature, and it is only when their 
extent is brought to view by the knife and the probe 
that we are able to judge the magnitude of the task 
that we have undertaken. Hasty conclusions must 
be avoided, otherwise we may condemn a case as in- 
curable which in other hands and with the assistance 
of nature may recover; or, on the other hand we 
may assure the owner of a successful result, and find 
that all our efforts terminate in a miserable 
failure. 

No one will deny that affections such as Poll-evil, 
Fistulous Withers, and Quittor are very unsatisfac- 
tory and troublesome cases to treat, We seldom see 
them in the early stages, the quack generally having 
a try before professional assistance is sought. In 
my experience such cases usually come from country 
districts, and as a rule the market value of the sub- 
ject is anything but high. 

The country quack or blacksmith is allowed a free 
hand and ample time by the owner to mutilate the 
patient, but the qualified man is supposed to make all 
matters straight in ashort space of time and with 
little expense. After irritating applications of all 
kinds have been tried, perhaps an empiric bolder 
than the rest ventures to resort to setons, and when 
the case is brought to us the sinuses resemble an 
underground railway, pus burrows in all directions, 
and the bones may be involved in the diseased 
process. 

Of the diseases we have mentioned, poll-evil, when 
deep-seated and of long standing is the most trouble- 
some, the most tedious, and, in consequence of the 
situation and the structures involved, the least 
amenable to surgical treatment. The difficulty of 
obtaining proper drainage, the extent of the sinuses, 
and the important blood-vessels in the locality, are 
features which are but too well known to those who 
have had experience in cases of the kind. If we can 
lay open the sinuses, obtain proper drainage and well 
scrape the diseased parts with a Volckmann’s spoon, 
itis surprising how apparently hopeless cases will 
recover. But the difficulty is to carry out these -de- 
tails in the region that is involved. 

The time-honoured seton should be regarded by 
the modern surgeon asa relic of the past. Its em- 
ployment shows surgical cowardice on the part of 
the operator, who, afraid to make a bold opening for 
drainage or to slit up an entire sinus, runs a piece of 
tape through the latter, and gives as his reason for 
the procedure that it gives drainage, keeps the , 
orifice from closing and exercises a counter-irritant 
effect on the lining of the sinus. What can be more 
abominable than to see such cases with an array of 
filthy setons, pus abounding in all directions and 
failing to find a proper exit. 

He who would be successful in such cases, must 
be prepared to use the knife freely, and must not 
have any fear of hemorrhage. He must be ready 
for emergencies, and provided with a proper supply 
of large and small artery forceps. A most careful 


and minute examination of the parts must be made 
so that the sinuses may be followed to their termina- 
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tion and none overlooked. All dead and useless 
tissue must be removed, and a strict search made for 
any diseased bones in the locality. It may happen 
that in spite of all precautions a second operation 
may be necessary. 

The appearance of a discharge of pus in a 
variable time after the first operation leads to a 
further examination, its source must be discovered 
and measures adopted accordingly. 

If a successful result be not obtained, the work of 
the surgeon is worse than usvless, and it were far 
better that he hid not undertaken it. 

Fistulous withers must be regarded as very unsatis- 
factory cases, and are often beyond the limits of 
treatment. If there is extensive disease of the dorsal 
spines or of the scapula, or if the pus has burrowed 
behind tbe scapula, it will usually be found that the 
“game is not worth the candle ’”’ to undertake opera- 
tion in such an instance. 

From a commercial point of view, the long time 
that is required before a successful case can be put to 
work is a very important element. Proper remunera- 
tion for the time and trouble involved is seldom or 
never to be obtained. However, if we undertake the 
treatment of these cases our surgical procedure must 
be thorough as well as bold. Proper drainage, the 
removal of all diseased tissues, and the judicious 
employment of the knife are the essentials for suc- 
cessful. treatment. We believe in opening up the 
sinuses, and scraping thoroughly the tissues that 
show signs of disease. We do not employ any 
caustics or irritants as they are not necessary. When 
granulations tend to become excessive we find the 
= cupri sulph. superior to any other application. 

horough irrigation with antiseptic solutions and the 
application of dry antiseptic dressings we have found 
good treatment. As to setons we have only to repeat 
our remarks already made. 

Quittor, if extensive and deep-seated, seldom repays 
treatment. Many cases resist all kinds of surgical 
treatment. Of course much depends on the struc- 
tures in the foot that are involved. We have seen 
many cases recover on grass, after treatment of every 
kind had failed. To a farmer a horse affected with 
quittor may prove of some value, while to a horse- 
owner in town such an animal may not be worth his 
keep and the expenses of treatment. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to give a correct 
prognosis in cases of quittor, nor can we be aware of 
the extent of the affection until we open up the parts 
and make a careful examination. Of course in 
milder cases, and in those brought for treatment 
early, attention to surgical details will prove success- 

| at & moderate amount of expense. 

Sinuses in other parts of the body may be beyond 
the limits of surgical treatment. We have exper- 
lence of an extensive sinus in a rib occurring in a 

thess mare. She was struck by the point of a 
shaft just behind the dorsal angle of the scapula. 

hen brought for treatment there was a large 
swelling in this region, this was soft in the centre. 

0 opening at this part no pus could be dis- 
covered. The swelling increased, the animal was 
cast and a large sinus was found extending deep. On 

llowing this up, we came upon a large quantity of 


inspissated pus, and found a fracture of the superior 
portion of the 7th rib. A free opening was made 
and the parts treated on antiseptic principles. 

Pus continued to flow, however, and a second 
operation was carried out some time afterwards. 
Large sinuses, had formed extending along the direc- 
tion of the rib, and the fracture was found partly 
united. The sinuses were followed up and depen- 
dent openings given. 

The owner eventually got tired of the case, as pus 
still continued and she could not be used for harness. 
She was left on grass, but with no improvement. 
We took her on chance and again decided to explore. 

On exposing the rib we found a sinus extending 
through its length, this was opened with the hone 
forceps and a sequestrum of bone removed, black in 
colour and feeling light in weight; this sinus con- 
tinned up the rib, and as we followed its course a 
large number of irregular pieces of bone were found 
locse and were removed. These were of the charac- 
ter mentioned above; and an interesting point was 
that there was absolutely no odour from them. Other 
sinuses in the muscles were found and given depen- 
dent openings. Some improvement followed, but as 
pus still continued to flow we gave her away for 
breeding purposes. 

Having had her on hand about eight months we 
consider she was entitled to be regarded as beyond 
the limits of surgery. We describe the case as an 
example of one that is eminently unsatisfactory, 
while it would have been difficult to offer an opinion 
at the commencement as to the probable results. 

The important points in connection with the sub- 
ject are to avoid dogmatic opinions, and to give a 
guarded prognosis. _ It is far better to take such cases 
into our own hands, and if found beyond the limits 
of surgery to destroy them, than to give them up and 
permit the owners to have them tortured by 
empirics. 

As already remarked this class of surgery will 
never prove remunerative, although it is instructive 
and interesting. Fortunately such cases are more 
rarely met with in the present day than in former 
times, as the owners of horses in towns are becom- 
ing more enlightened. But in country districts a 
large number occur from neglect, ignorance and 
quackery, while the simplicity of the owners is 
astonishing, and is only equalled by their belief in 
empiricism and superstition. It would prove a 
Herculean task to persuade many country farmers 
that their antiquated notions with reference to veteri- 
nary surgery were absurd. We do not believe that 
the most enthusiastic and philanthropic veterinary 
lecturer in country districts will succeed in this re- 
spect, whatever value he may give otherwise in the 
way of teaching yokels the rational treatment of 


disease. 


Russia is about to form a Veterinary Bureau under the 
Ministry of the Interior to carry out sanitary reforms. 
The personale will be drafted from the existing veteri- 
nary service. 

Prof. W. Fricker, late Principal of the Rcyal Veterina 
College, Stuttgart, is succeeded by his son-in-law, Prof. 
Sussdorf.—La Clin. Vét. 
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SOME SURGICAL NOTES. 
By Frepx. Hospay, Kensington, W. 


(Continued from page 222). 
Foreicn Bopy 1x tHe 


The patient was a Dachshund puppy, six weeks old, 
showing symptoms of choking, salivating freely, and 
gulping constantly. A foreign body could readily be 
felt. by the aid of the probang, and although it could 
just be touched with throat forceps it could neither be 
pulled up nor forced down without risk of serious 
injury. The symptoms had been manifested for two 
days. 

Having been placed on the operating table the 
skin of the throat was shaved and thoroughly 
cleansed with soap and water, ether, and chinosol 
solution, and an incision made directly down on to 
the foreign body. This proved to be a portion of the 
vertebral part of a loin chop. After removal the 
parts were thoroughly cleansed, the cesophagus being 
sutured with silkworm gut and the skin with boiled 
silk, the whole being covered with iodoform colloid. 
For three days all solid food was kept away, the 
patient being allowed only water, or milk, containing 
boric acid. After the third day minced meat was 
given and, with the exception of a rupture of some 
of the sutures in the skin which necessitated the 
parts being treated as an open wound, recovery was 

quite uneventful. 

Ina previous case upon which csophagotomy was 
performed for a similar reason I was able to trace the 
patient up for over two years, at the end of which 
time the animal repeated his former experiment by 
again attempting to swallow a huge bone, and this 
time died before operative interference could be per- 
formed. 

Upon post-mortem a careful examination was 
made, but there was no sign of stricture, nor indeed 
-could any indication of the site of operation in the 
cesophagus be detected. 


Osstinate Constipation, Laparotomy, [opororm 
Polsonina. 


The patient, a cat, two years old, was said not to 
have passed any feces for some considerable time, 
and upon manipulation of the abdomen some very 
hard balls of fesces could be felt. As the animal was 
apparently very ill, and the owner very positive about 
the cat not having passed anything lately. laparo- 
tomy was performed under anesthesia and the usual 
antiseptic precautions. The intestine over the 
hardened feces was carefully massaged with the 
fingers until the lump became of a pasty consistency 
und was passed along towards the rectum, some being 
removed. A small quantity of warm water was 
thrown into the rectum, and the abdominal wound 
sutured with silkworm gut and coated with iodoform 
colloid in the usual way. 

The patient seemed immediately relieved, and com- 
menced feeding on the day after the operation. All 
went well for seven days when, as the external wound 
had become contaminated and was discharging, 
unfortunately I used a dry dressing containing iodoform 


| 
(iodoform, boric acid, and starch) to the wound, dusting 


it on freely several times during the day. The cat 
was seen to lick the powder, and at each time of 
dressing the wound was bare. She went com- 
pletely off her food, became very dull and listless, 
and although after the second day this was noticed 
the dressing was stopped, death ensued. 

Upon post-mortem examination, no trace whatever of 
peritonitis could be detected, the abdominal wound 
having united splendidly. The stomach and intes- 
tines were quite empty. 

From several similar experiences with cats and 
small dogs I am fully convinced that dressings con- 
taining iodoform powder, especially where large 
wounds are concerned, are dangerous to use. © 


OBSTRUCTION OF THE RECTUM: SUCCESs. 
FUL REDUCTION OF A TWISTED COLON. 


On the morning of the 8th instant a message 
reached my office that an animal belonging to Gen. 
Sir F. Maurice, K.C.B., commanding the Woolwich 
District, was the subject of an attack of spasmodic 
colic, 1 dispatched a farrier-sergeant with a draught 
containing Tinct. opii 3ii.; Spt. ether nit. 5i; Spt. 
aromat. 31; Tinct. cardemoms 3i; Aqua ad 

j. 
As I was just about to catch train instructions 
were left if the mare did not respond to the medicine, 
and got any worse prior to my return, that Mr. A. G. 
Leaney, Veterinary Office in charge of the —- Brigade, 
Royal Field Artillery, should be consulted. This was 
done at 1 o’cleck p.m. Mr. Leaney, after carefully 
examining the mare, endeavoured to insert his hand 
into the rectum, but was unable to do so beyond a 
distance of about 9 inches or a foot. Attempts were 
made to give enema with the regulation enema 
funnel, but without success, as the mare was in great 
pain, kicking, and endeavouring to lie on her back. 
Hypodermic injections of morphia were administered 
to allay the pain. Arriving back at 5 o’clock I at 
once proceeded to the case and found my colleague 
Mr. Leaney in charge, the mare quiet under the in- 
fluence of morphia. The case to all appearances 
seeming hopeless. At9 o'clock p.m. I visited the 
mare again, she was then walking round and round 
the box, sweating profusely, pulse 70 and very 
thready, mucous membranes of eyes and nose very 
much injected, edges of the gums dark red colour, 
temperature only 102 F., the eyes assumed an amau- 
rotic appearance; she made several attempts to lie 
down but did not do so for some time, at last when 
down endeavoured to balance herself on her back. 
Great pain again present so I injected hypodermi- 
cally two tabloids of morphia sulphate, manufactured 
by Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co., each 
containing one grain, also intravenously sther meth. 
adrachm. This quieted her and a rectal examination 
was made, which revealed that the rectum felt at 
about nine inches from the anus as if it were a cul- 
de-sac with a twisted opening with room only to in- 
sert the middle finger from right to left. Warm 
enemas were given but immediately returned, 
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glycerine syringed into the rectum and repeated 
attempts to force the hand into the small opening, 
which at last yielded as though a cord had been sud- 
denly broken, and the whole length of my arm was 
then able to pass. Beyond this first obstruction up 
to the end of the rectum as far as it was possible to 
pass the hand there was only one solitary pellet of 
feeces, the mucous membrane was dry, and when my 
hand and arm were withdrawn the whole of the 
glycerine previously applied had been absorbed. An 
enema of warm water was given and retained for 
some time ; when a portion oi it had been returned, 
glycerine was again applied to my arm, also injected 
into the rectum ; an examination being made for the 
purpose of discovering the cause of the obstruction. 
The mare becoming restive again «eth. meth. was 
injected intravenously on the opposite side of the 
neck. Upon rectal examination I felt what appeared 
to me to be the urinary bladder in a somewhat dis- 
tended condition, but as the mare to my knowledge 
had urinated within the last hour, this idea was dis- 
pelled, and upon further examination I concluded it 
must be the colon, as the longitudinal muscular bands 
of that organ could be distinctly felt, and J concluded 
that thecolon was twisted from right to left. A 
larger clyster of warm water was administered; the 
right hand and arm were then introduced towards 
the left side and pressed forwards and upwards to- 
wards the middle of the body, whilst pressure with a 
surcingle was applied under the abdomen; this 
attempt failed as also did two subsequent ones, and 
the case abandoned for the night, with instructions 
to administer opiates either per orem or hypodermi- 
cally as necessary to keep the animal in a quiescent 
state. 
On the following morning, the 9th instant at 
9 o'clock a.m., another attempt was made, as the colon 
could be felt still more prominently than on the pre- 
vious night, the manner of procedure was similar as 
before, but success attended the efforts at the first 
attempt. A draught consisting of: Aither meth. 3i. ; 
Tinct. nucis vomica 3ii.; Spt. chloroform 3ii. ; Aqua 
ad Oi. was administered at 100’clock a.m. The mare 
seemed to be much easier, and was allowed to remain 
quiet until 12.80 p.m., no feces having been passed 
and the rectum still empty. I administered at 
lo’clock a physic ball 3vi., at 4 o’clock injected 
hypodermically physostigmine salicylate 2 grs., 
strychnine sulphate 2 grs. At 5 o’clock the first 
motion took place which was as much as could be 
placed upon a couple of stable shovels; from this 
time onward until 8 o’clock she continued to defecate 
at intervals in a fairly natural condition; after then 
e feces were of a liquid consistency; administered 
chlorodyne, as she showed symptoms of pain ; these 
subsided, and she drank a pail of chilled water, but 
had not got any desire to feed, although gruel was 
offered. 
_ Morning of the 10th instant, mare showing marked 
improvement, visible mucous membranes clearing, 
pulse fuller and less frequent, return of the appetite 
Which was gratified with sliced carrots, boiled linseed 
and oats in small quantities, and scalded hay. Each 
Succeeding day improvement has taken place and the 
mare is now receiving a tonic powder night and 


morning in two feeds which she eats with avidity. 
I record this case as to my mind it is one that 
does not occur often and might prove of interest to 
members of the profession. 
Antonio L. Farrant, M.R.C.V.8.L., 
Veterinary Officer, Royal Horse Artillery, 
Woolwich. 


. VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


CENTRAL, 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting was held at 10, Red Lion 
Square, Bloomsbury, on Thursday, October 3rd, 1901, 
Mr. 8. H. Slocock, president, in the chair. There were 
present Messrs, A. L. Butters, W. L. Harrison, W. Roots, 
J. W. Baxter, A. A. Johnson, J. Macqueen, L. Savournin, 
H. A. MacCormack, 8. Villar, A. S. Brooksbanks, A. 
Rogerson, W. Perryman, F. G. T. Hobday, P. W. D. 
Smith, G. Reddish, W. Pritchard, J.S. Hurndall, J. E. 
Rickards, J. Rowe, J. Baxter, R. Porch, J. Nettelton and 
E. Lionel Stroud, hon. see. 

The minutes of the last annual general meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

The SECRETARY read a telegram from Mr. Wragg as- 
senting to act as trustee of the Society, and a letter to 
the same effect from Mr. Woodger. 

The SEcRETARY also announced that he had spoken to 
Mr. Rowe who had agreed to act. 


NoMINATION AND ELECTIONS. 


Mr. CHARLEs Perrce, F.R.C.V.S., of Amberly Wharf, 
Paddington, was nominated as a Fellow of the Society. 

Mr. GeorcGeE Ruae, M.R.C.V.S., of Chiswick, and Mr. 
ALEXANDER E. Baytey, M.R.C.V.S., of 9, Fulham Park 
Gardens, W., were unanimously elected Fellows. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Prof. Hosppay exhibited a case of canine dentistry. 
The dog was fitted with a set of false teeth and wore 
them with every appearance of comfort, and since they 
were put in had improved wonderfully in condition. The 
“natient” was a collie about 13 years old, owned bya 
client of Mr. Hunting’s. The case was undertaken in 
collaboraticn with Mr. Moseley, a qualified dentist with 
whom Prof. Hobday had had a similar case which was 
recorded in The Journal of Pathology and Therapeutics 
about two years ago. At first teeth were made on plates, 
but the length of the plates made it impossible to ob- 
tain sufficient rigidity to prevent the dog removing 
them, and as expense was no object American bridge 
work was decided on. The work was of 24 carat gold 
and the teeth had been in position for three weeks, and 
the dog would now eat bones and dry biscuits, which he 
refused to do before. It was the third set that had been 
made, as he either swallowed or lost the first, and broke 
the second overa bone. The neural canais were —_ 
calcified up and the teeth fixed in with rivets. They 
were at first fixed with cement, but the saliva was so 
strong that the cement was dissolved out, and the rivet- 
ting was now done in addition. 

The animal was examined by the members, and in 
moving a vote of thanks to Prof. Hobday for his com- 
munication, 

Mr. -RoGERSON remarked that it was a very ingenious 
operation, and the teeth seemed to fit extraordinarily 
well. 

Mr. Burrers seconded the motion with pleasure, and 
alluded to some remarks which appeared recently in The 
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Record with regard to horse dentistry. He thought that 
if veterinary surgeons were not well up in that subject 
they were so in regard to dog dentistry. ; 

Mr. Porcu brought before the notice of the meeting a 
report in Z'he Veterinary Record that a horse dentist 
who was not a member of the R.C.V.S. had been ap- 
pointed to H.M. the King. It seemed to him rather 
strange that an outsider should have been — to 
the position, and he felt confident that His Majesty was 
not aware of it. The King had always taken such a 

reat interest in the veterinary profession that he would 

e the last to put a slight on that profession, and Mr. 
Porch considered that if the subject was only brought 
before him it would be rectified. He therefore moved 
“That the Secretary be instructed to draw the attention 
of the Council of the R.C.V.S. to the fact that an equine 
dentist who is not a member of the R.C.V.S. has been 
appointed to H.M. the King, and asking them to take any 
steps necessary to have such an appointment brought to 
the notice of His Majesty.” 

Mr. MacCorMack seconded the motion. 

Mr. VILLAR said there was no evidence that the man 
had been appointed, because what was published in 7'he 
Record was simply an extract from The Sportsman. He 
thought it would be better if the secretary should be in- 
structed to take steps to find out whether such an ap- 
pointment had been made before he approached the 
Council. If the Society was able to give the Council the 
exact facts, with a copy of the warrant of appointment, 
or even the date of the warrant, it would be something 
for the Council to act on. 

Prof. MACQUEEN thought the suggestion of Mr. Villar’s 
would be better made at the R.C.V.S. It seemed to him 
that to delegate the dirty work of clearing the profession 
from encumbrances should belong to the R.C.V.S. and 
not to the Central Society, and he thought the Society 
was doing its duty by simply calling the attention of the 

Licensing Body tothe fact of the announcement of the 
appointment of a non-qualified man as an equine dentist 
to H.M. the King. The R.C.V.S. had the machinery to 
do the work. Mr. Villar, he thought, would be in a better 
position to see that the letter received proper hearing, 
because he was afraid every letter that went before the 
R.C.V.S. did not receive that careful consideration that 
a good many of them should do. 

Mr. HurnDALL thought it was out of place and below 
the dignity of the Society to take any notice of the 
matter at all. He considered it was very doubtful that 
the King was aware of what was being done, and if he 
did know it he must have had some good reason for 
doing it. He wasat one with Mr. Porch in believing that 
it was rather a slap in the face to the profession, but he 
considered it beneath their dignity to take any notice of 
it. He should take upon himself to move that no notice 
of the matter be taken at all. He was very much sur- 
prised that the Editor of The Record had seen tit to take 
any notice of the matter. 

Prof. Hoppay thought the matter was a very impor- 
tant one and Mr. Porch’s resolution should be carried. 
He happened to be in the position to know that amongst 
the stable people of Sandringham it was believed that 
the appointment had been made, and it was not too late 
t» move in the matter. 

Prof. PRITCHARD believed if it was not too late to 
move it was too early. There was no proof that the ap- 
pointment had been ratified. He agreed with Mr. Hurn- 
dall it was beneath the dignity of the profession to inter- 
fere at present. He asked Mr. Porch why he put the 
— ” in. 

r. Porcn said he would alter the word “ fact” 
word “report,” and on this being done the il kv 
was carried witb one dissentent, Mr. Hurndall, who asked 
that his name should appear as voting against the 
resolution. 

Mr. VILLAR said that after what Prof. Macqueen had 


stated he might be permitted to say that it would afford 
him great pleasure to see that the letter received due 
consideration at the hands of the Council. There was 
rather more at the bottom of the matter than many 
people thought. Those who had been to Newmarket 
recently would know that a member of the R.C.V.S., a 
gentleman practising in London some time ago, had star- 
ted in practice there as a specialist in equine dentistry 
and no doubt he was shaking the business of the ex- 
steeplechase jockey who was represented as having a 
Royal warrant, a brother of Mr. Richard Marsh, who 
trained for the Royal House. 


ANNUAL ReEpoRT AND BALANCE SHEET. 


he SecRETARY read theannual report as follows: — 
Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The Council has much 
pleasure in reporting that the session 1900-1901 has been 
a very successful one. Thirteen Fellows have been elected 
and one has resigned ; also it is with every expression of 
regret that the Council has to report the death of Dr. 
George Flemingand Mr. H. Stanley, the former one of 
the founders of this Society. 

There has been one special meeting cf the Society at 
which the following addition to the rules was proposed, 
and subsequently confirmed at the general meeting, viz., 
“That any Fellow more than three years in arrear with 
his subscription, notwithstanding any other rule, shall 
cease to be a Fellow.” Ten ordinary and five Council 
‘meetings have been held with an average attendance of 
30 at each meeting, and although this is larger than 
last year it is the earnest hope of the Council that 
Fellows will attend the coming session in greater num- 


rs. 

At the annual meeting in October Mr. Sydney H. 
Slocock was unanimously elected President, with Mr. 
M. Clarke, Colonel Nunn, Colonel Duck, and Mr. 
Rowe as Vice-Presidents, and Messrs. H. A. MacCor- 
mack, W. F. Barrett, L. Savournin, W. Reekie, R. 
Porch, W. Perryman, 8. Villar, Prof. J. Macqueen, W. 
Hunting, F.G. Samson, Prof. F. Hobday, and A. Roger- 
son on the Council. Mr. A. L. Butters was re-elected 
Hon. Treasurer, and Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, Hon. Sec. 
Professor Macqueen and Mr. W. L. Harrison undertak- 
ing the duties of Auditors. 

In November Mr. S. Slocock gave the Presidential 
Address, which was followed by the annual dinner at 
which 38 were present. During the year the foliowing 
papers and addresses have been read, and the discussions 
on them have been long and well sustained :— 

1. On Specimens. By Prof. F. Hobday and Mr. 
McAdam Eccles. 

2. Five Years Experience of Median Neurectomy, by 
Prof. F. Hobday. 

a... The Partial Clipping of Horses, by Colonel J. A. 
unn. 

4. Parasites in New Zealand Live Stock (especially 
sheep), by Mr. J. A. Gilruth. 

5. On Colic, its Causes and Prevention, by Mr. A. 
Rogerson. 

6. On the Action of Mallein, by Mr. R. Porch. 

The Council thanks Professors Macqueen and Hob- 
day, and Messrs. Savournin, Perryman, Rickards, and 
Gray for interesting specimens and cases brought before 
the Society, and trusts that Fellows will always bear in 


mind that specimens and interesting cases are very wel- 
come. 


The receipts during the year have been £86 14s. 6d. 
and the expenditure £89 9s. 10d, including a grant of 
£10 towards the “ Principal Williams Memorial.” 

_ In July the British Congress on Tuberculosis was held 
in London, and this Society sent as delegates the Presi- 
dent, Professor J. Macqueen, Mr. A. . Butters, and 


the Hon. Sec. The Congress being an influential and 
important of distinguished scientists, vete-l- 
as medical, from all parts of the world, it 


nary as wel 
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was decided to entertain the Veterinary Delegates, 
British as wellas Foreign, to a dinner on Wednesday, 
July 24th. The President (Mr. Sydney Slocock) oce:- 

ied the chair, being supported,by eighty members of the 

ociety and guests. he latter included Professor 
Nocard, Professor Bang, Dr. Schutz, Professor Mc- 
Eachran, Mons. Huyha, Mr. Duncan Hutcheon, and 
many pee veterinarians from different parts of the 
United Kingdom. It is gratifying to be able to state 
that it proved a highly successful and pleasant 
‘meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Rogerson, seconded by Mr. 
‘Villar, the report and balance sheet were adopted. 

Mr. Sidney Villar and Mr. Brookshanks were unani- 
.mously appointed scrutineers of the ballot for the elec- 
tion of officers. 


ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Porcu said there was one gentleman he had great 
‘pleasure in proposing te fill the Presidential chair for the 
coming year and that was Mr. Rogerson. — He believed 
Mr. Kogerson was one of the oldest Fellows of the 
Society who had not occupied that honoured position, 
and he felt confident he would do so with credit to him- 
self and to the Society. 

Mr. HurRNDALL seconded the proposition with very 
much pieasure. He was glad to have an upportunity of 
agreeing with Mr. Porch once ina way. It had been 
his intention to propose Mr. Rogerson himself had not 
Mr. Porch anticipated him. Mr. Rogerson had been a 
consistent attendant at the Society for years and had 
always taken an active and intelligent part in the discus- 
sions of the subjects brought before the Society. It 
= not necessary te extol his virtues as everyone knew 
them. 

The proposition was carried with acclamation. 

The retiring PRESIDENT said his last duty in connec- 
tion with the chair was now fulfilled. He tendered his 
‘thanks for the great honour that had been done him by 
‘his election as President. Atthe time of his election he 
\promised very little ; he led the Fellows to suppose he 
should be of very little use, and he felt he had carried 
outthe programme. but he believed he had not done 
the Suciety any harm. He had received the support of 
every Fellow, and he felt he had made many friends 
and lost none. 

Mr. Slocock then left the chair, which was taken 
amidst applause by Mr. Rogerson, who expressed him- 
self as extremely grateful to the mover and seconder for 

what they had said of him and to the Fellows for the 
manner in which they had endorsed the proposition for 
his election. He accepted the position with extreme 
ge and looked upon it as a great compliment. 

here was no doubt it was an honour to which all Fellows 
of the Society aspired. He paid a tribute to the admir- 
able manner in which Mr. Slocock had filled the Presi- 
dential chair, and as the business of the Society was in 
a great measure thrown upon the Secretary he solicited 

Mr. Stroud’s support during his year of office. Speak- 

Ing on the subject of the essays read before the 

Society, he hinted that it would be well if, instead of 

writing 30 or 40 pages of manuscript, the essayists 

me . few notes and submitted them without for- 
ality. 

Mr. Hurnpatx pointed out that on the previous 
occasion when Mr. Slocock was proposed he was pre- 
Sumptous enough to propose somebody in opposition to 
him. Mr. Slocock knew perfectly well how highly he 
esteemed him and that it was not out of any unkind 
feelings towards himself that he made that proposi- 
tion, but probably from the hastiness of his own 
temperament and looking upon it as desirable that there 
should be more than one candidate, although he did not 
agree with that sentiment now. Therefore he wished 

be the very first to propose a vote of thanks to his 


friend Mr. Slocock for the able manner he had fultilled 
the important position of President to the Society. | 

Mr. VILLAR seconded the motion, drawing attention 
to the fact that in the minutes of the last annual 
general meeting there was a prophecy and a promise. 
The prophecy was that the war would soon be over—a 
prophecy which had not come true, and the promise 
was that Mr. Slocock would do his best for the Society 
and that it should not suffer at his hands. He had kept 
his promise very thoroughly, as the annual report 
showed. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation, and Mr. 
Slocock briefly replied, expressing himself as flattered 
and gratified, flattered by the manner in which the 
Fellovts had thanked him, and gratified by the way in 
which he was supported during his year of office. 

Vice-Presidents.—The following four gentlemen were 
elected as Vice-Presidents: Mr. Slocock, Prof. Mac- 
queen, Mr. Porch, and Prof. Pritchard. 

Council.—The following gentlemen were elected to 
constitute, with the officers, the Council of the Society : 
Mr. 8. Villar, Prof. Hobday, Lieut.-Col. J. A. Nunn 
Messrs. L. Savournin, W. Roots, W. Perryman, W. 
Hunting, H. A. MacCormack, W. L. Harrison, M. 
Clarke, F. G. Samson and J. Rowe. 

Hon. Treasurer.—On the motion of Mr. MacCormack 
seconded by Prof. Pritchard, Mr. Butters was unani- 
mously re-elected Hon. Treasurer. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. Stocock felt sure he had seen 
more of the work of Mr. Stroud than any other Fellow of 
the Society during the past year and it was with the 
greatest contidence he proposed his re-election as honor- 
ary Secretary. Mr. Stroud, he considered, had carried 
out his duties in the most exemplary manner. 

Mr. HARRISON seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Auditors.—On the motion of Mr. Savournin, seconded 
by Mr. Porch, Messrs. W. L. Harrison and J. W. Baxter 
were unanimously appointed auditors to the Society. 

Dinner Committee.— Messrs. Slozock, Roots, Wragg, 
Porch, and Reekie, with the President and the Secretary 
were elected to arrange the forthcoming annual 
dinner. 

Votes of thanks to the Scrutinee rs and the President 
terminated the proceedings. 


REVIEWS. 


Bovine Osstetrics.—By Prof. M. G. de Bruty. 
Instructor of Obstetrics at the State School in Utrecht, 
Translated by W. E. Wyman, M.D.V., V.S., Milwaukee, 
U.S.A. English Publishers— Messrs. Baillitre, Tindall, 
and Cox, 8 Henrietta St., Strand, W.C,, Royal 8vo., 
pp. xii. & 384 ; illustrations 77 ; price 21s. net. 


The veterinary student and young practitioner of 
to-day has the advantage over his predecessor of a 
few years standing in many ways, but none so much 
as in the recent appearance of an abundance of good 
literature on various professional subjects written 
for his guidance. Until the late Dr. G. Fleming 
brought out his Veterinary Obstetrics, which is more a 
post-graduate guide than a students’ manual, the 
student, beyond the few notes taken from a still 
fewer meagre lectures delivered at his college, had 
no work to refer to, and the young practitioner, un- 
less he had had the good fortune to serve a pup'lage 
with a country practitioner, frequently had to get his 
obstetrical knowledge at the expense of his loss of 
reputation. By the chewing and digesting of the 
contents of the book now under review the newly- 


266 THE VETERINARY RECORD October 26, 1901 


fledged graduate with a little practice and patience | parts of fowl. Being written for the general reader 
ought to soon become expert in bovine obstetricy. there is an amateurish method of description when 

The author seems to be practical, and a thorough | treating of the organs and apparatus and their func- 
i master of his subject, and concisely and lucidly de- | tions which is rather wearisome to the professional 
: tails the anatomy, physiology, pathology, surgery, | reader seeking for grain among much that is elemen- 
and therapeutics connected with pregnancy and par- | tary and well known to intelligent poultry breeders. 
i turition and early infancy of the bovine. The) Dr. Salmon is not able to point out any means by 
chapters on Embryotomy and “ Auxiliaries in the | which we can diagnose roup, or differentiate between 
Study of Mechanical Obstetrics,” instituted in the | it and common catarrh, nor is he able to name the 
| Utrecht School as far back as 1851 by S. Witt, are | specific organism which is said to cause the malady. 
i] very important, and appeal especially to the student |} The book is admirably illustrated, and the portions 


> 


preparing for the practical examination on Obstet- 
rics as far as possible to be carried out in a veteri- 
nary school in the centre of a large town devoid of 
cows. By the means of an obstetrical phantom or 


above the hocks, the spine of the cow looking to- 
wards the ground in an oblique direction. This 
seems to the reviewer to be a better procedure than 
by using a door or bundles of straw and is not fatigu- 
ing to the helpers. 

Under the heading of ‘ parturient paresis” (par- 
turient apoplexy) no reference is made to Schmidt’s 
intra-mammary potassium iodide irrigation, but 
probably this omission is due to the fact that the 
MS. was in the publisher’s hands in or before 1897, 
and before Schmidt’s treatment became generally 
known. 

Four fatal enzootic diseases of young calves, viz., 
Calf Dysentery, Septic Pleuro-pneumonia of calves, 
Calf Septiceemia, and Bacteremia or Hemorrhagic 
Nephritis and Cystitis, including their bacteriology 


. and therapy, are described. 


In conclusion, this practical work is one we may 
safely commend to the notice of the profession, and 
no country practitioner should omit to have it in his 
library. Itis well printed in a clear type on good 
paper, and the illustrations are excellent and appear 
mostly original. The translator has done his English- 
speaking brethren a great service by bringing it 
within their understanding. 

H. G. 


THE oF Pouttry.—By D. E. Satmon, D.V.M. 
George E. Howard & Co., Washington, U.S.A., pp 248. 


As veterinary surgeons we are consulted about the 
diseases of domesticated birds, both of the kinds 
classed as poultry, and fancy or cage birds, and it 
must be admitted that our knowledge is very meagre, 
we welcome therefore anything in the way of a work 
on poultry diseases froma scientist with the necessary 
training to enable him to study those diseases. A 
work before us by D. E. Salmon, D.V.M., promises 
to be the forerunner of something like a systematic 
treatise on the subject. The frontispiece gives us a 
sketch of the relative position of skeleton and soft 


dealing with parasites is much in advance of anything 
in the way of popular works on the subject hitherto 
published in this country, but anyone familiar with 
the writings of Pierre Menguin and Neumann’s para- 


t Mi a dummy a student may obtain a good idea of “ cord- | sites will have no difficulty in tracing their origin, if 
Pith He | ing, adjusting, and applying hooks” and study | he does not read the preface in which Dr. Salmon 
[| ae malpositions and their readjustments, etc. acknowledges his sources of inspiration One closes 
Bhs) as In this, as in other works on Obstetrics, no men-| Dr. Salmon’s work with a sense of disappointment, 
t) se | tion is made of an easy method of raising the hind ! not with the author, who has made the best of his 
it ee i quarters of a cow snffering from difficult prolapsus | subject, but with the subject itself, as he has failed 
bit Wile: | uteri, malposition of the foetus, etc. It is that of| to advance ow knowledge, and, in the absence of 
Bite! i raising the hind parts by means of a pulley sus- | more light as to the cause of poultry disorders, would 
4G ue nded to a beam and attached to soft cords fastened | possibly have served the flock keeper better by in- 


sisting on instant slaughter of sick birds, rather than 
attempts at treatment of such diseases as roup. To 
prescribe remedies necessitating the handling of a 
fowl twice daily, and yet require such complcte segre- 
gation from the flock that the same attendant must 
not approach the healthy, is to ignore the prevailing 
economic conditions under which poultry can be made 
to yield a profit. Even in the case of some valuable 
bird it is a questionable benefit to the poultry com- 
munity to restore to apparent health a creature 
which may yet be capable of disseminating patho- 
genic organisms. Speaking of the discharge of roup, 
the author says ‘* when dried it is dissipated through- 
out the surrounding air in the form of dust by every 
movement of the bird, or of the soiled objects, and 
by every breeze that disturbs the surfaces.” This 
may be so; but our experience is that there is seldom: 
roup in a poultry yard in dry weather. as. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES © 


BACTERIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF 
FQ@TID AND GANGRENOUS SUPPURATION. 
By Epwarp Rist, M.D., Paris. * 


It would appear that we possess nowadays fairly 
accurate notions on the microscopic germs producing 
suppuration in general, and there only remains to ascer- 
tain which particular species are to be found most fre- 
quently in different classes of suppurative diseases. And 
yet the systematic bacteriological examination of pus in 
various inflammatory processes often leads to some very 
striking and apparently paradoxical results, the explana- 
tion of which cannot be given by the now current 
theories. If we investigate, for instance, euch frequent 
and generally severe diseases as appendicitis, mastoidi- 
tis, purulent pleurisy, we find sometimes that the same 


* At the Annual Meeting of the British Medical Associa- 


tion, Section of Medicine, Cheltenham, 1901. 
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germs which are to be seen on microscopic preparations 
of the pus will grow on the cultivation media usually em- 
ployed—gelatine or agar. In such cases, th2 infective 
agent is, asa rule, one of the well-known pyogenic mi- 
crobes, streptococcus pyogenes, pneumococcus, or—less 
frequently —staphyloccus. 

But there are other cases in which there is a wide dis- 
crepancy between the results of microscopic examina- 
tion of the pus and those of cultivation of the same pus 
on the ordinary media. Let us withdraw, for instance, 
the pus of an acute appendicitis while under surgical 
operation. In stained preparations we shall notice an 
enormous number of various germs. Here are cocci, 
diplococci, streptococci, staphylococci ; there are long, 
short, thick, thin bacilli; some of them are straight, 
some are more or less curved; there are vibrio; and 
spirochetes. Some of them remain stained after using 
Gram’s reaction, some are unstained byit. The extreme 
polymorphism of the germs observed shows that the in- 
fection is a very polymicrobic one. And yet cultivation 
on the ordinary media gives only some colonies of very 
common germs, such as streptococcus or bacterium coli 
commune, the streptococcus being not always the pyo- 
genic one. There are even cases where no germs at all 
will grow on agar or gelatine plates. The result of 
cultivation therefore does not explain the great number 
and the polymorphism of the the germs seen in the pus. 
Still it has been generally admitted that streptococcus 
and bacterium coli commune are the infectious agents of 
appendicitis. 

The truth is that the methods generally used for bac- 
teriological analysis of pus are, as a rule, very imperfect. 
Dr. Veillon, head of the bacteriological laboratory at the 
Hospital for Sick Children in Paris, had been years ago 
struck by that extraordinary discrepancy between the 
results of microscopic examination and of cultivation I 
alluded to above. He attributed it, not to the death of 
microbes, as some authors had previously done, but to 
some deficiency in the methods of cultivation employed. 
Comparing the fcetid and gangrenous processes with the 
general process of putrefaction, he remembered that 
Pasteur had proved putrefaction to be caused by anaéro- 
bic germs ; and cultivating the pus of appendicitis and 
other foetid processes in artificial media totally de- 
prived of oxygen, he found that the germs seen in the 
pus and unable to grow on ordinary agar grew very 
well in agar which had been deprived of air. 

His first experiments led him to invent a method of 
cultivation of anaérobic germs which is at the same 
time easy and effective. The pus is diluted in several 
tubes containing to a height of about 44 inches liquid 
sugared agar, which is afterwards allowed to get ranidly 

solid, by plunging the tubes into cold water. The upper 
part of the agar column only 1s able to absorb oxygen, 
whilst the deeper layers are totally deprived of it. The 
tubes are put into an incubator and the colonies of 
anérobic germs appear in the depth of the agar, whence 
they can be withdrawn, by means of aspiration through 
a clay pipette, without destroying the tubes, and without 
preventing the latar-growing colonies from appearing in 
their time. Pure cultures of each germ are easily ob- 
tained by that system, and each species, once isolated, 
can afterwards be inoculated on various liquid and solid 
media. It will be noticed that this method differs from 
all other methods hitherto employed for the cultivation 
of anaérobic germs. It avoids the wearisome and cum- 

ersome useof the air-pump, of hydrogen or pyrogallic 
acid, and enables the bacteriologist to make, in a very 
short time, a great number of dilutions, which is of 
Course absolutely impossible with the other systems. In 
short, it has for anaérobic germs exactly the same advan- 
tages as Koch’s solid plates method has for the cultiva- 
tio of aérobic microbes 

have now worked for several years with this method, 
and my first investigations have been in the field of mas- 


toiditis and otitic septicaemia, a class of diseases which is 
often to be observed in our hospital wards, especially at 
the Hospital for Sick Children. From a great number 
of cases studied by me, I draw the following conclu- 
sion :— 

The cases described by classical authors of mastoiditis 
caused by streptococcus or pneumococcus exist ; but 
they are very rare ; the discharge is not foetid, and the 
form of the disease is a mild one, where the surgical 
operation is always successful. In the greater majority 
of cases, mastoiditis has been preceded by chronic foetid 
otorrhoea, and is itself of a very foetid character. These 
cases are generally severe and liable to be complicated 
by other foetid and gangrenous suppuration, especially 
by disseminated metastatic gangrene in the lungs. They 
are caused by anaérobic germs, which are capable of de- 
stroying and mortifying the tissues by a process uf putre- 
faction, as may be proved by inoculation of pure cultures 
in animals. I have been able to find che same anaérobic 
microbes in the disseminated gangrene of the lungs 
caused by otitic septicemia. My friend Dr. Guillemot 
has made a special study of pulmonary gangrene in 
general with the same methods, and thas arrived at the 
conclusion that itis always caused by anaérobic germs, 
and that the process of gangrene is a real process of putre- 
faction of the living tissues. 

I have investigated further several cases of putrid 
pleurisy, either primitive or connected with bronchial 
dilatation, or with abscess of the liver, and I have always 
found them to be caused by anaérobic germs. 

Dr. Veillon has devoted more especially his researches 
to appendicitis, and, with Dr. Faber, he has been able to 
show that in 19 cases out of 21 the pus was full of anaé- 
robic germs, sometimes, but not even always, associated 
with some rare and harmless streptococci or coli bacilli. 
The same study has been made by Dr. Cotret in connec- 
tion with peri-urethral suppuration, by Dr. Hallé as re- 
gards some cases of uterine inflammatory processes, and 
by Dr. Tissier in intestinal diseases in infants. 

My friends and myself have studied and described in 
various papers several new species of anaérobic germs, 
some of which seem to play a very important part in 
human pathology, being extremely virulent, and killing 
animals when inoculated into the peritoneal cavity or 
under the skin ia a short time, after having caused put- 
rid, gangrenous, and often gaseous inflammations. Some 
are morphologically very like ordinary pyogenic germs, 
like staphylococcus, pneumococcus, streptococcus, or 
gonnococcus. But they are quite different biologically. 
If anaérobic and aerobic cocci exist together in the same 
pus, one is easily led to mistake the first for the latter, 
as only aerobic germs grow on ordinary media. A criti- 
cal revision of many observations published by several 
authors has convinced me that such mistakes have often 
been made, and that cases considered by their authors 
as typical streptococcus otitic septiczemias, for instance, 
were, as a matter of fact, polymicrobic infections, where 
the anaérobic germs had been overlooked, and played 
probably the foremost part. 

It would be useless and tedious to attempt here a de- 
scription of the different species we studied. But I can 
show you microscopic preparations and cultures of some 
of them. Bacillus racemosus and Baciilus fragilis seem 
to be the most active agents in — and pulmon- 
ary gangrene. The same are to be found in putrid pleu- 
risy and otitic infections, together with Staphylococcus 
parvulus and Micrococcus foetidus. But there are many 
other species which have been described by us. One 
of the most interesting is acertain Bacillus bifidus which 
had been found by Dr. Tissier in the infant’s intestine, 
where it has been mistaken till now for bacterium coli 
commune, and which, it seems, ought to be considered as 
the normal microbe of the infantile intestine. 

In many cases there are only anaérobic germs in the 
pus. I have seen, for instance, a case of mastoiditis, and 
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another one of putrid pleurisy, where not a single colony 
grew on ordinary agar plates, whilst anaérobic germs 
grew abundantly in agar deprived of oxygen. Quite 
recently [ have studied a case of foetid pyosalpinx where 
the ordinary plates remained equally sterile ; the culti- 
vatiun in anaérobic tubes allowed me to isolate six 
anaérobic species, among which two different strepto- 
cocci, which, on a stained preparation, would certainly 
have been mistaken for streptococcus pyogenes. 

Often aérobic germs, such as streptococcus or bacter- 
ium coli commune are associated with the anaérobic 
microbes, but their number is always comparatively very 
small. if; so many authors have seen them growing 
abundantly in appendicitis, for instance, it is because they 
still preserve the obsolete practice of inoculating, first, 
int» broth and start with that liquid (where the initial 
proportions of the germs are liable to alter ina very 
short time), in inoculating gelatine or agar plates. 

Our researches in a great number of cases entitle us to 
say that whenever there is a foetid suppuration or an 
active gangrenous process, anaérobic germs are at the 
bottom of it. Numerous and various though they are, 
they must be considered as the specific agents of that 
kind of process. If we bear in mind how frequentl 
foetidity 1s a character of suppuration, especially in all 
abdominal or urinary inflammations, as well as in ab- 
scesses connected with the throat or ears, we may form 
an idea of the considerable part played by anaérobic 
germs in human pathology. The importance hitherto 
given to bacterium coli commune is likely to fade away 
when pathologists become aware that in all cases where 
its presence was referred to no account had been taken 
of the anaérobic germs ;and our experience enables us to 
state that whenever bacillus coliis to be found anaérobic 
germs will be found also. 

Of course it would be premature to draw from these 

facts therapeutic conclusions. But still, one is entitled 
to suppose that such antiseptics as potassium perman- 
ganate or super-oxidated hydrogen, which possesses a 
considerable oxidising power, are to be preferred when- 
ever there exists a foetid or gangrenous process. I have 
found these substances to be very successful in some cases 
of putrid pleurisy in which I have operated. 
_ Clinically, I think that the presence of anaérobic germs 
in pus points to a severe form of infection, whereas the 
spontaneously curable forms are generally caused by the 
ordinary well-known pyogenic germs, such as strepto- 
.coccus and pneumvucuccus.—-British Medical Journal. 


PREJEVALSKY’S HORSE. 


In the course of a lengthy letter to The Field, Mr. W° 
B, Tegetmeier, the well-known naturalist, says It i§ 
with very great pleasure that I have received from Mr. 
Carl Hagenbeck, of Hamburg, the announcement that 
he has succeeded in obtaining iving specimens of the last 
discovered equine animal, with which we were first made 
acquainted by the mounted skin deposited by the cele- 
brated Russian traveller Prejevalsky in the Zoological 
Museum of the Imperial Academy, St. Petersburg. This 
specimen was obtained from the chief magistrate of the 
district of Zaisan, who had received it from the Kirghiz. 
Prejevalsky never saw one of these animals alive. The 
history of this species of horse is soon told. The celebra- 
ted Russian traveller Prejevalsky obtained a skin from 
the wild game hunters in the deserts of Central Asia. 
This was described at length by the Russian naturalist 
Poliakoff, who named it after the discoverer. Poliakoff’s 
description was translated by Mr. Delmar Morgan and 
published in the ‘ Annals and Magazine of National His- 
tory’ in 1881. Poliakoff maintains that it is a species 
poate distinct from the common horse (E. caballus). 
t has no forelock ; the mane is short, upright, and ‘ hog- 


ged,’ extending from the ears to the withers. There is 
no dorsal stripe along the back as in all the Asiatic asses ;: 
the upper half of the tail is the same colour as the back, 
but is longer and thicker than in any kind of ass. It has 
callosities or chestnuts on all four legs, and the skull] and 
houfs more closely resemble the ass than the horse. Some 
years after the discovery of this species the brothers 
Grijimale obtained specimens of this wild horse in the 
desert of Dzungaria. They published the account of 
their expedition in the proceedings of the Russian. 
Geograpuical Society, which was translated, with notes, 
by Mr. Delmar Morgan, and published in the proceed- 
ings of our own Royal Geographical Society in April,. 
1901. ‘They stated that they were the first Europeans 
who made a study of these animals from life, obtainlng 
the skins of three stallions and one mare, an acquisition 
which cost them many hardships and long privations. 
Their investigations led them to throw no suspicion what- 
ever on Prejevalsky’s horse being a new species, and they 
do not even allude to the possibility of its being a hybrid 
between the ass and the horse. They regarded these 
specimens of Prejevalsky’s horse as amongst their most 
interesting acquisitions, as, in addition to the skins, they” 
secured three skulls and one perfect skeleton. The 

uestion remains—is it merely a variety, or a species dis- 
tinct from the ordinary Equus caballus? This will pro- 
bably be tested by Mr. Hagenbeck, who is greatly inter- 
ested in all scientific problems, and who, when his herd 
arrives, will be able to ascertain whether Equus Prejeval- 
sky will breed with the ordinary horse, and whether the 
—— if produced, will be fertile varieties or sterile: 
mules.” 


SWINE FEVER AND THE BOARD OF AGRI- 
CULTURE. 
(To the Editor). 


Sir,— Having been at the opening of the Harper Adams. 
Agricultural College on the 26th ult., I was much 
pleased with Mr. Hanbury’s remarks that he intended to 
go about the country and learn for himself what were 
really the best things that the Board of Agriculture 
could do to improve the position of this industry. 

Now, Sir, there is no denying the fact that swine fever 
has proved a difficult problem for the Board of Agricul- 
ture. So far many thousands of pounds have been none 
and farmers have been put to great inconvenience and. 
loss, and sti!l swine fever is as prevalent as ever. Why 
is it? Are the measures that have been taken wrong ; 
or are they improperly carried out? I think both are to 
blame. The orders, I think, should be framed with the 
object of getting the maximum of benefit with the mini- 
mum of inconvenience. Who are the most — 
understand these things ; the permanent officials in Lon- 
don, who never owned a pig; or the farmers? Again, 
who knows most about the disease, the permanent 
officials, or the veterinary surgeons that are practising 
in the country districts? Iam afraid that the advice of 
the veterinary surgeons has not prevailed at the Board 
of Agriculture ; and now that non-professionals have had 
some years at the work, and have wasted thousands of 
pounds and done no good, [ think Mr. Hanbury would 
only be acting with common-sense if he sought the advice 
of the veterinary profession, and tried what he could do 
with their help. Farmers generally are anxious to assist 
the Board in getting rid of this disease, but are quite 
tired of this tinkering, first by the local, and now for 
years by the central authority. 

I will relate what actually happened in this district. 
A farmer bought a sow and pigs at an auction sale. 
The bigs never really appeared right, and he eventually 
called in his regular veterinary surgeon, and was told at 
once that he believed they were suffering from swine 
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fever. But as he was not an inspector for the Board he 
had no authority to slaughter any of the pigs to prove 
his case. Consequently, all he could do was to report 
the case to the police. This was on a Monday. The 
veterinary inspector did not turn up until the Friday 
following. I am not certain how many pigs died in the 
meantime, but the Board of Agriculture paid a veteri- 
nary surgeon to come six or seven miles, while the 
veterinary surgeon first called resided about two miles 
away, to say nothing of four days’ delay. Further than 
that, the first veterinary surgeon enquired where the 

igs had come from, and the owner told him that after 
he had bought the pigs, another farmer told him he 
should have bid at the pigs, but the seller had hinted to 
him that the sow was not right. Now this is the sort of 
man that spreads swine fever, and I think he ought to 
have been prosecuted, but no notice was taken of him ; 
and it is doubtful if his premises were ever known to be 
affected, or were ever disinfected in any way. And who 
can say how much disease he has spread about the 
country. To remedy this sort of thing I would suggest 
that all qualified veterinary surgeons should be inspec- 
tors in their own districts, and that one or more veteri- 
nary surgeons should be appointed by the Board of 
Agriculture, as chief inspectors for the county. And 
then, whenever a veterinary surgeon met with a case of 
suspected swine fever, he should at once report to the 
principal inspector tor the county, and give all the infor- 
mation he could as to where the pigs had come from. 
The chief inspector would then be in a position to put 
the law in force and report fully to the Board in London 
without any loss of time. No one can deny the fact 
that cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth 
disease have been stamped out by acting on the advice 
of the veterinary profession. And last year, I believe, 
there were no deaths from hydrophobia among human 
beings, rabies in dugs being practically stamped out. 
Who supported the Board in fighting against this dread- 
ful disease more than the veterinary profession? And, 
I think, if Mr. Hanbury will use the veterinary protes- 
sion well, and act upon its advice, he will do more to 
stamp out swine fever, and also glanders in horses, than 
all his predecessors in office have done. Trusting these 
remarks will do no harm, if no good, I remain, 

“A PracTICAL FARMER.” 


Protective Vaccination in Swine Fever. 


This is permitted in Spain only under the most severe 
restrictions, the disease being treated with the same 
comprehensive regulations as cattle plague. The dose 
of serum as prepared at the Pasteur Institute is 10c.c. 
for pigs under 50 kilos and 20 c.c. over kilos. ; the in- 
jection is given to all animals exposed to infection at 
the time of outbreak and as a curative measure is re- 
repeated in 10 c.c. doses every 6 or 12 hours. The period 
of immunity conferred is considered to be 5 to 12 
months. Owing to the various results recorded the pro- 
cedure is to be considered as purely experimental, and 
Sanitary regnlations must be depended on to check the 
Spread of the disease.—G'uzeta de Méd. Zéol. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ADDITIONAL REMUNERATION FoR C.V.S. EMPLOYED 
. WITH THE A.V.D. 
Sir, 


_ Will you kindly find space to insert the annexed de- 
cisions in The Veterinary Record as I should like the 
Profession to know the better conditions given to veteri- 


nary surgeons who proceed in veterinary charge of Horse 
Transports to South Africa, and also during their deten- 
tion in South Africa while awaiting passage home.—I 
have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


JosHua A. Nunn, Vt.-Lt.-Col., 
for Director-General, A.V.D. 


66, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 
18th October, 1901. 


It has been decided that veterinary surgeons, both civil 
and military, employed to take charge of animals on 
board ship may receive, in addition to their ordinary 
emoluments a bonus calculated at the following rates :— 

(a) When the loss during the voyage has been under 
24 per cent. a bonus of 3s. per head fur those landed ; (d) 
when the loss is under 5 per cent. a bonus of 2s. per 
— : when the loss is under 7 per cent. a bonus of Ie 8. 
per head. 

The above will be dependent on the general condition 
of animals when 

It has also been decided that civil veterinary surgeons 
engaged for duty on the voyage to South Africa only will 
be granted detention allowance at the rate of 20s. per 
diem during the time they are detained in South Africa 
awaiting passage home. 


ETIQUETTE, A CIRCULAR AND HONESTY. 
Sir, 

1 beg to ask * nae to publish the following correspon- 
dence so that I may publicly explain what 1am unable 
to do privately. It is impossible to meet accusations 
which are circulated privately when the accuser declines 
to say to whom he has given his information or his sur- 
mises. 

The facts are, in brief, that a neighbouring practitioner 
to me—Mr. Thomas, of Caxton—took to the Peter- 
borough Horse Show a circular he knew was in print in 
1893 or 94 and showed it to a number of members of the 

rofession whom I afterwards met at the Show. The 
impression left on their minds was that Mr. Thomas had 
only just become possessed of this circular and that it 
was now incirculation. His statement was that it had 
been given him at the Cambridge Corn Exchange. If 
Iam wrong perhaps any of the following gentlemen will 
correct me— Messrs. Mackinder, Gresswell, Smith, 
Reynolds, or Runciman. 

1 look upon it as unprofessional and unfair to act as 
Mr. Thomas has done, especially as he knows—nearly as 
well as myself—the history of this circular. I desire to 
publish the whole correspondence in order to put myself 
right with those to whom the circular has been shown, 
and Task Mr. Thomas to say—Who gave him the circu- 
lar? To whom did he show it or lend it? I leave the 
profession to judge between us, and I venture to say that 
whilst any unprofessional conduct should undoubtedly 
be shown up, it is unfair and unmanly to hint and infer 
that which is not true. It is = to injure a man 
in this way as effectually as by direct backbiting and 
slandering.—Yours faithfully, 

Geo. A. BANHAM. 


[CoRRESPONDENCE]. 
15 Downing Street, Cambridge. 


August 31st, 1901. 

To J. W. Thomas, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

I am given to understand that you had one of my cir- 
culars with you at the Peterboro’ Show, and showed it 
to several veterinary surgeons saying it was given to you 
in the Cambridge Corn Exchange ; also that a farmer 
complained to you at the prices you charged him for 


= 


‘ 
late i 


270 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 26, 


ipe drinks, because he could get them cheaper of Mr. 

nham. 

May I ask when you received that circular in the 
Corn Exchange ? And who gave it to you? And why— 
with what object—you took it to the Show, and showed 
it to the members of our profession there !—Yours faith- 
fully. 

Gro. A. BANHAM. 


Veterinary Establishment, Caxton, Cambs. 
September 6th, 1901. 
To Mr. G. A. Banham. 


Dear Sir, 

In answer to your inquiry why—with what object— 
did I show your circular and price list to s-veral mem- 
bers of our profession at Peterboro’ Show, I look upon 
it as decidedly unprofessional to advertise one’s prepara- 
tions in the manner you have done, and think it only 
right that as many members of the veterinary profession 
as possible should know of it. Needless to say all were 
astonished, coming from one who has expressed his 
views on professional etiquette rather forcibly. 

As to when, and from whom I received the list, is a 
matter of little importance.—Yours faithfully, 

J. W. THomas. 

P.S.—I have been away from home for a few days or 
should have answered yours ere this.—J.W.T. 


Cambridge, Sept. 7th, 1901. 

To J. W. Thomas, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours to hand. It may be of “little importance” to 
you “when and from whom you obtained the circular” 
you are so anxious “ that as many members of the veteri- 
nary profession as possible should know of.” The latter 
L have no objection to, but the former is of the greatest 
importance to me. L[ consider it only just and fair that 
you should tell the whole truth of any story you wish to 
reiterate, especially when it is done with no good inten- 
tion to the person in question, Therefore, in justice to 
myself, you ought not only to say where “in the Corn 
Exchange” but also when and from whom you 
— the circular, you took so much trouble to ex- 

Whit. 

I was also given to understand—as I told you in my 
last note—that the distribution of this circular was the 
means of reducing your charges for medicines. Is this 
so? If it is I should be glad to know who it was it in- 
fluenced in this direction ; because I should be only tov 

lad to “right” any “wrong” I have committed to a 
rother practitioner. Your answer will oblige.— Yours 
faithfully, 


Gro. A. BANHAM. 


Caxton, 
To Mr. G. A. Banham. en, Gan 


Dear Sir, 

With reference to yours of the 7th (in which “ you 
consider I should tell the whole truth of any story I wish 
to reiterate especially when it is done with no good in- 
tention to the person in question ”) I beg to state I am 
not in the habit of telling lies! and that if I gave you 
ee on this point, I should tell you the truth 
(which you evidently doubt.) 

With regard to your enquiry as to whether the dis- 
tribution of your circular was the means of reducing my 
charges for medicines, I may tell you my charges are the 
same as heretofore, and that your informant (whoever 
he may be) is not sticking to the whole truth when he 
tells you I said different, or that I said a client had com- 

lained of my charges through seeing your circular. I 
id say, however, at Peterboro’ Show, that a client in- 
formed me he could obtain gripe drinks of Mr. Banham 


at less money than I charged him for them, and that in 
all probability he may have seen your circular. Whether 
this was so or not I neither know nor care, but think 
that the gentleman who was good enough to furnish you 
with all this information (and whose name I should like 
to hear) should give it you as he heard it (as he must 
remember he was not the only person present) and not 
put a wrong construction on the matter, which he seems 
to have done although ; as to where in the Corn-Ex- 
change I received the circular, I do not remember the 
exact position or at which end ; when as near as I can 
say or remember, about a fortnight before Peterboro’ 
Show; and from whom I received it I refuse to state, as I 
take it if a man has circulars printed he does so for distri- 
bntion. LTalso wish to inform you that I was not the 
only V.S. who took trouble to exhibit your circular, as 
it was borrowed from me on no less than three occasions 
by V.S.’s for exhibition to their V.S. friends.—Yours 


faithfully, swt 
. W. THomas. 


Cambridge, Sept. 10, 1901. 

To Mr. J. W. Thomas. 

Dear Sir, 

[am afraid you misunderstood me. I did not intend 
even to infer that you were “in the habit of telling lies ” 
but 1 did mean you should tell the whole of any ns | 
ps tell, with no good intention to the person concerned. 

mean it is hardly fair, and certainly not neighbourly to 
repeat just so much of a story that it is very likely to 
mislead those who hear it, especially intentionally. 

I am very pleased to hear that I was misinformed as 
to my circular being the means of reducing your charges 
in any way. But as you admit a client-did inform you 
“he could obtain gripe drinks of Mr. Banham at less 
money than you charge for them.” I should be willing 
to test this in a friendly way, by say two veterinary sur- 
geons (not local ones) you appoint one and [ the other, 
to examine our books, and have an interview with this 
particular client who told you he could obtain gripe 
drinks of me at less money than you charge him, and i 
my regular charges for veterinary medicine and surgery 
ete. are less than yours I will pay their expenses, and if 
yours are less than mine then you shall pay them. 

_ I may say no one gentleman gave me all the informa- 
tion, there were at least four or five, viz., nearly all in 
the party you showed the circular to, so you will now 
know who they were, and I think they were all impress- 
ed with the same views, and I may say these were false 
ones. 

As you have kindly answered the where ? (in the Corn 
Fxchange) and the when? (about a fortnight before the 
Peterboro’ Show) I think you ought (if you wish to be 
right and do me justice) to say who gave you the circular ? 
and even why he took the trouble to do so just at that 
tame ; because (so far as 1 know) you have no reason to do 
me an Injustice. 

f you would also kindly tell me the names of the 
three other V.S.’s who borrowed the circular from you to 
show their friends I should be glad to inform them of the 
real state of the case. Ido not mind them seeing the 
circular in itself, but I do object to them receiving it 
under false and misrepresented conditions, and I should 
like to have the opportunity of placing myself “ right . 
with them in this little matter if you will allow me.— 
Yours faithfully, 


Geo. A. BANHAM 


To Mr. G. A. Ba 
Dear Sir, oa. 


I am sorry I have not been able to answer your letter 


of the 10th ere this, but have unfortunately been laid up 
with acute tonsilitis, 


Caxton, Sept. 26th, 1901. 
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Your idea seems to be that I showed your circular at 
Peterboro’ with a hostile spirit, and that I intentionall 
tried to mislead the gentlemen I showed it to. Such, 
assure you, is not the case. I neither tried to mislead 
them or to do you an injustice. 

You seem inclined to think also that this affair has 
been arranged between somebody and myself on account 
of the circular having been given to me about a fortnight 
before the Peterboro’ show. 

I can assure you there has been no such thing as any 
scheme going on between anybody and myself, my reason 
(asI told you in my first letter) being to let as many 
members of the profession know of and see your circular 
as possible (as I consider it decidedly unprofessional to 
advertise in the manner you have done) and get their 
opinion on the subject (as I also told you in my first the 
opinion they expressed was not favourable to you). 

ou ask me also to give you the names of the three 
other V.S.’s who borrowed the circular to show to their 
friends “so that you can inform them of the real state 
of affairs!” Surely you wil! act fairly with me in this 
matter and give me an explanation also, since you are so 
anxious to give it tothese gentlemen. Then if your ex- 
ae proves that you are not guilty of an unpro- 
essional and unneighbourly act, I shall be most pleased 
to make it known to my three friends who you infer re- 
ceived the circular (of course at my hands) under false 
and misrepresented conditions. 

With regard to your suggestion of having our books 
overhauled by two independent V.S.’s, which would be a 
waste of time without reaping any benefit or satisfaction 
to either of us, as to who got the most money for work 
and medicines, I do not approve of. 

Trusting you will see your way clear to give me the 
same amount of satisfaction you intend giving to the 
other V.S.’s.—Yours faithfully, 

J. W. THomas. 


Cambridge, Sept. 29, 1901. 

To Mr. J. W. Thomas. 

Dear Sir, 

I am sorry to hear of your illness, but hope you are 
how convalescent. 

Whether you showed my circular at the Peterboro’ 
Show “ with a hostile spirit ” or not I do not know, it cer- 
tainly could not have been shown with any good inten- 
tion to myself. 

It is very odd, to say the least of it, that you should 

ave received the circular just at that time, for so far as 

know there was only one man from whom you could 

ave received it, and be must have been in the possession 
of it for several years and you know it. Therefore, if 
you imagine it just to me to receive a circular given tu 
you by anybody who obtained it years ago and distribute 
it Amongst our friends now, I should like to know what 
else you can consider it than deception to others and an 
injustice to me. 

Again, why did it not strike you before 1901 “ To let 
as Many members of the profession as possible know of 
and see the circular” especially as you “considered it 
decidedly unprofessional to advertise” in that manner, 

ptaues I know you were quite cognizant of the existence 
of that circular, soon after you first started practice at 
1 ye believe in 1893 or 4—and if you were particu- 

arly desirous to obtain the opinion of our professional 
mya you could have brought it before them at one 
he © veterinary medical roayeig or I would have done 

mi or you, and invited you to have been present, then 

: could both have talked the matter out in an open and 

nest way. 
“a hig I assure you, act as fairly with you in this 
explan a8 you have with me. The subject requires no 
nation to yourself, since you know everything con- 


nected with that circular quite well. Therefore, before 
you can expect me to allow you to judge my actions and 
make them known to your friends, you must be candid 
with me and answer my original questions: (1) Who 
gave you the circular? (2) Why was it given to you? 
(3) Who your three friends are that received it at your 
hands ? 

I can also assure you the explanation shall come, not 
only to yourself and your friends, but the whole pro- 
Session, ana they shall be the judges. This is the onl 
way of the difficulty so far as I can see, unless you wi 
answer the above questions.— Yours faithfully, 

Geo. A. 


Caxton, Oct. 1, 1901. 
Dear Sir, 
I have received your letter of the 29th ulto. I decline 
to answer your questions.— Yours faithfully, 
To Mr. G. A. Banham. J. W. THomas. 


THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS OF THE 
as INSTITUTE OF SCOTLAND. 
ir, 


In spite of what Mr. Lodwick says in your issue of to- 
day I still venture to have an opinion as to whether the 
examination papers set by the Educational Institute of 
Scotland were easy or not. With all due deference to 
Mr. Lodwick and the “ good authority” who has ex- 
pressed the opinion that my statements are grossly 
exaggerated, I again state that to my way of thinking 
the papers were too easy. The standard of the papers 
is much below that asked of «2 gentleman intending to 
join the sister or many other professions, and if we wish 
to stand on an almost equal footing with our sister then 
must our preliminary examination be made almost equal 
to that asked of gentlemen intending to join that sister 
profession. 

Again, in many ways doctors are now trying their 
level best to take from us al! the offices which should by 
right belong to us. How can we hope to resist these 
invasions except by having our students educated up to 
a level with theirs ? 

I did not state that men of feeble attainments could 

ss the examination, nor do I consider so. I do consider, 
Loaeees that the papers were too easy for men of average 
attainments. 

I agree with Mr. Lodwick when he says that the 
status of any profession is determined by the character 
of its members. In my letter to you I stated that no 
doubt the profession is what its members to a large ex- 
tent have made it, and gave an instance. This part of 
my letter, and the remedy suggested for the cure of the 
instance, was left out by your worthy self. Perhaps it 
would have hit some of our shining lights and rulers a 
little too hard. 

“Truth” is a good motto, and may M1. Lodwick al- 
ways bear itin mind. I did not write at random when 
1 wrote about the groom’s son. I wrote on fact. 

My “brother practitioner’s” sinister behaviour has 
nothing whatever to do with the examination he may or 
may not have passed. Mr. Lodwick should again read 
my epistle which is so deplorably wanting in the elemen- 
tary rules of logic and composition. He will then see 
that “ another evil exists” and that the sinister behaviour 
follows this remark. 

Many a good and true man trades under another name 
or names, but it does not follow that he is not honest. In 
the same way I cannot see that it is not honest to write 
under a nom de plume. 

Some weeks ago someone wrote a letter to your 
valuable paper saying that nonentities were not needed 
in our Council chamber. This gentleman wrote under a 
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nom de plume. Was his name asked for or is that gentle- 
man honest ? ; 

I simply suggest that the questions'be made somewhat 
harder. I am always willing to be taught and am never 
above listening. I am also open t» correction, and will 
own up when I am convinced that I am in the wrong. 

I am NEMO. 

(This is not the ‘‘ Nemo” who has written to us for years 
above this signature.—Eb. | 


Communications. Books, aNp Papers RECEIVED.—Profs. 
Crookshank, McCall, Lt. Col. Nunn, Hon. Stephen 
Coleridge, Messrs. W. M. Scott, H.W. Caton, W.R. Emery, 
J.R. McCall. ‘ Nemo.” 


Annual Report of Imperial Bacteriological Dept. (Calcutta), 
** Tuberculosis” (October), The Alyth Guardian. 


—— —- 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Vety.-Lieut. F.S. H. Baldrey, M.R.c.v.s. A.v.p. 
N. D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
S. N. R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G.B.v.c, 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W.C. Croudace, m.R.c.v.s., Haltwhistle 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, m™.r.c.v.s., Aspatria 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Caucurta V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 'T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 


Crentrat V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. A. Rogerson, F.R.c.v.8., 228 Camden-road, N.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr E. Lionel Stroud, m.r.c.v.s., 
29 Sprirg-st., Hyde Park, W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square. Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Centra V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. W. A. Byrne, M.8.c.v.s., Roscommon 
‘Hon. Sec: Mr J. J. Vahey, m.n.c.v.s., Ballinrobe 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey, m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Sidney Smith, .n.c.v.s., High-st, Lowestoft 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. ¥. B. O. Taylor, m.n.c.v.s. 
Weston Longville, Norwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. John P. Small. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. M. Hedley, r.n.0.v.s. 
Privy Council Office, Dubli 
Hm, Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, m.8.0.v.s. 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Jos. Abson, F.n.c.v.s., Norfolk-st, Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry Locke, m.n.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford Street., Manch 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., a 


LinconnsHikE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. R. W, Clarke, m.n.c.v.s., Wragby 
Hon.Sec: Mr. T. Turner, m.n.c.v.s,, Sleaford 
Treas: Mr. E.C. Russell, m.n.c.v.s., Grantham 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October 


Mrptanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Blakeway, F.R.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High St., West B i 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nationa VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Prof. J. F. M’Fadyean, m.n.c.v.s., R.V. Coll. London 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s, 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.B.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 


Nationat VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvan 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.8.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpool 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.8. 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, u. and a.s. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s. 


Nort or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Dudgeon, m.n.c.v.s., Sunderland 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Elphick, .R.c.v.s. 
Newgate-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nortx or V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. McLauchlan Young, F.R.c.v.s., Univ. Aberdeen: 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, w.n.c.v.s., Elgin 


Norto Wares V.M.A. 


| Pres: W. Wynne Williams, m.r.c.v.s., Dolgelly 


Alon. Sec. O. Trevor Williams, m.x.c.v.s., Llangefni 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L, Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Royat Counties V.M.A.. 
Pres: Mr G. E. King, m.z.c.v.s., Abingdon 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. P. Owen, m.z.¢.v.s., 98 High-st. Thame 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Scortisn V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x.c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


VETERINARY CoLLEGE M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Woodruff 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. E. Mason, m.r,c.v.s., R. V. Coll. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. W. H. Chase, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W. 


Scortish Merroponitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John Storie, m.n.c.v.s., East Linton 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J: hn Aitken, Junr., m.n.c.v.s., Dalkeith 


Sout Duruam anp Norra Yor«suire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. G.E. Gibson, m.n.c.v.s., Sedgefield, Ferryhill 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Awde, ¥.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SoutHern Countries V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. C. F, Hulford, u.x.c.v.s, Haslemere, Surrey 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.x.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn Wates anp Monmovrusuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. Sayer, m.n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Hon Sec. Mr. D. G. Davies, u.n.c.v.s., High-st, Swansea 
Treas . Mr, E. Sayer, u.n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday.in March, and Autumn. } 


WeEstTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: R.E.L. Penhale, m.n.c.v.s., Torrington 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Ascott, m.r.c.v.s., Bideford 
Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, u.n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasgow 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. J. Bishop, m.R.0.¥.8., 
754 Garscube Road, Glasgow 


V.M.A 
Pres Mr. Frank Somers, m.z.c.v.s. Wade Lane, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, u.n.c.v.s., Kirkstall-rd, Leeds 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., i, wad October. 
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